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SPECIAL GUESTS

“YOU MUST HAVE

          THAT TRUE RELIGION”

Barbara Tucker
Hedreich Nichols

Phillip Hall

The Goddard Spirituals Concerts

In the summer of 1994, I attended a National 
Church Music Conference in Montreat, North Carolina; 
there it was my great delight to take a week-long 
conducting course from a choral conductor whom I 
had admired for years.  I was very excited, and 
basically ate up everything he offered to us with a 
spoon. Everything — that is until he made a statement 
that seemed to issue a personal challenge.  That 
statement was, and I quote, “White choirs cannot sing 
spirituals well.”

Historically, the quickest way to prod me into action 
is to tell me that I can’t do a given thing.  The previous 
spring, the Chancel Choir had performed William 
Henry Smith’s “Ride the Chariot” and had done what I 
thought to be an exemplary job. So let’s just say that 
out of a spirit of challenge, the Chancel Choir had 
crafted an entire concert of African American 
Spirituals.

By the following year, God had purposefully 
engineered a crossing of the paths between Barbara 
Tucker and me, and after Goddard had fallen in love 
with her, and considered her a must for our concerts, 
she introduced us to the musical miracles that she 
directed named A Chosen Few — a stunningly gifted 
group of singers with whom we have shared literally 
decades of love and musical partnership.

The Covid 19 pandemic conspired to silence us and 
our annual concerts; the last one held was October 
2019.  That is why we are so eager to reinstate this 
treasured tradition and attempt once more to provide 
church and community with this unique opportunity 
for music and worship.

Thanks from the bottom of our hearts for being 
here this evening.

George Mann and Sami Sue Welch



Steal Away to Jesus
Spiritual, arr. Raymond Haan, George Mann, organ

You Must Have That True Religion
Spiritual, arr. Roland M. Carter

Deep River
From "Feel the Spirit”, arr. John Rutter, Mary King, soloist

Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel
Spiritual, arr. Ken Berg

Hedreich Nichols
Phillip Hall, accompanist

I Love the Lord
Richard Smallwood, arr. George Mann, Hedreich Nichols, soloist

Offertory Prayer by Rev. Chase Green

Offertory
Spirituals Medley

Phillip Hall

Follow the Drinking Gourd
Traditional, arr. André J. Thomas

Fix Me, Jesus
Spiritual, arr. Mervyn Warren, Hedreich Nichols, soloist

Great Camp Meeting
arr. Lela M. Anderson

In His Hands
Traditional, arr. Tim Osiek, edited Dan Forrest

Total Praise
Richard Smallwood, arr. George Mann

We Shall Walk Through the Valley
Spiritual, arr. Benjamin Harlan

Postlude
Phillip Hall

Goddard UMC Chancel Choir presents

Many escaping slaves, including Harriet Tubman, James Pennington, and
Josiah Henson, may have “followed the drinking gourd” to freedom.  The 
song “Follow the Drinking Gourd” talks about people escaping slavery by 
following clues to go north to freedom.


